 MAYFORD VILLAGE SOCIETY 

      Background

1.1 The Society has spent 18 years protecting Green Belt in Mayford with the active support of planning inspectors, officers and councillors and it would be a pity if the rural character of the village were allowed to disappear under the weight of Central Government diktat.

1.2 Mayford is a Settlement in the Green Belt and has enjoyed unique status and protection, along with other historic villages that surround Woking and serve to preserve the rural, leafy character that makes Woking a pleasant place to live. The previous approach to planning that has achieved this should be enhanced – not discarded.

1.3 Numerous Planning Inspectors have stated that Mayford must remain Green Belt and undeveloped to prevent coalescence of Woking and Guildford. At least 3 Public Inquiries on proposed housing development in the Village have upheld this position.

1.4 Mayford’s infrastructure is inadequate and would not support more housing. It is very poorly served by shops, bus services and road communications. There are no doctors, dentists or schools other than the special needs Freemantles school within its boundary.

1.5  Much of Mayford is in the flood plain.

2. Urban areas of Special Residential Character

2.1 Whenever residential development is proposed then as a priority all urban spaces should be developed first particularly those that are of poor quality and are unsightly.

2.2 Poor quality land should be used first. Locations should be away from main roads and attractive open spaces.

2.3 Where residential development is proposed on land that has tree screening, the trees should have Protection Orders placed on them to ensure they remain in place.

2.4 It is essential that where any kind of residential development occurs houses should be built that are similar in character to existing properties in the area. They should be in keeping with the surrounding environment.

2.5 We recommend that sites that are earmarked for development are zoned according to the character of existing homes. For example homes built near Westfield should not be the same as homes built near Hook Heath. 

2.6 Each area identified for building should be zoned and detailed and specific requirements spelled out so that developers do not waste Council time by submitting inappropriate Planning Applications that do not meet the zoning requirements.

2.7 The density and infrastructure of future development should take into account the density of properties in the surrounding area.  It is recommended that building on Green Belt should be low density.       

2.8 Housing built on Green Field sites should include mature landscaping to assist in it blending with its surroundings. Wherever housing is built the properties should be in keeping with its surroundings and adjacent properties and utilise materials sympathetic with those in the immediate area.

2.9 The needs of prospective purchasers must be taken into account. In the past far too many 1 bedroom flats and small homes with inadequate garages and parking have been built which are then difficult to sell. These may be affordable but most average families have 2 children and 2/3 bedroom homes are what we believe the market needs. This may make them less affordable but with innovative financing packages and part ownership schemes it should be possible to put attractive packages together which are manageable for potential buyers.

We request that the above suggestions should be discussed in the LDF Committee and once agreed should be adopted as standard policy for the Borough. It should be written into whichever Local Plan that needs to be changed and adopted.

The main benefit of our recommendations is that it could save a great deal of wasted time in dealing with developers who are submitting unacceptable planning applications as well as residents living in Green Belt areas who will object strongly to anything that is not reasonably acceptable to them. If everyone knows what the ground rules are and proposed developments meet those ground rules then it should avoid a great deal of aggravation and wasted time by everyone concerned.
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